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h aving been always drawn to the 
creative - fashion, interior 

design, art - Zahra never believed it 
was something she could make a 
career out of, so in college she 
studied history and religious studies, 
and worked in Sales  for  an 
engineering firm for several years, 
which was when she started her 
blog, ‘Love Zahra’, as a way to share 
her passion for fashion and interior 
design with the world. She had 
never dreamed of how many 
amazing opportunities would come 
from blogging, but now after two 
years, she has been able to leave her 
full-time job and is working from 
home - blogging and being with her 
3-year-old son.  She think it was the 
best decision she ever made.
How would you describe your 
personal style? 

I like to say I am a creative mix of 
classic and ladylike, sometimes with 
a little edge.
What has influenced your style? 

I was the fourth out of five 
children, and my mom would always 
dress all three of us girls alike, so I 
think my need to express my 
individual style truly began there. 
What is your go-to source for style 
inspiration? 

I ’m real ly  inspired by the 
i m p e c c a b l e  s t y l i n g  o n 
Intermixonline. I love watching 
runway shows on style.com, and my 
favorite fashion magazines are W 
Magazine, Harpers Bazaar, and Vogue. 
I also love fashion blogs and I am 

c u r r e n t l y  o b s e s s e d  w i t h 
Cami l leover thera inbow and 
hybridheadpiece.
What’s your take on the emergence 
of street-style? 

It’s so much fun to see how real 
people wear clothes. I also love the 
idea that anyone can start the next 
big trend and not just big fashion 
houses, it is  all very romantic.  
What necessities take you from 
work-day to night-play? 

Dainty layered necklaces, a big 
watch, and I’ve always got both my 
iPhone and Samsung Galaxy S5 
phones on me. 
What are some of your favourite 
spots in the city? 

Coffee and people-watching at 
Whispers, window shopping on Oak 
St., vintage digging at Dose Market, 
Ethiopian cuisine at Demera, 
What is your favourite part of living 
in Chicago? 

I grew up in California and lived 
in New York during college, and I 
think Chicago is the best mix of 
both - the city has great arts and 
culture scene like New York, but the 
people are friendlier and more 
laidback like Californians.
What are you most looking forward 
to this fall? 

Fashion Week! I fly to New York 
for the duration - I can’t wait.
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Fall 2014 trend you can’t wait 
to try? 
Head to toe sweaters
Summer trend you’re carrying 
over to fall? 
Crop tops
Always found in your purse? 
Bobbi Brown lip balm, cell 
phone, Emergen-C Vitamin C 
packs
Beauty product you swear by? 
MAC Prep and Prime 
highlighter in bright forecast
5 things you cannot live 
without? 
Iced coffee, hot yoga, hot 
stone massages, Pandora 
radio, wi-fi
Working-wardrobe staple 
piece(s)? 
Pencil skirt, pointed-toe heel, 
tie-neck blouse, perfectly 
tailored trouser, and wool 

cardigan
Always in high heels, or 
faithfully in flats? 
50/50
Favourite ‘me time’ 
indulgence? 
Eating popcorn and watching 
true crime story dramas like 
‘Snapped’, ‘Dateline’, or ‘Cold 
Case Files’ with my hubby and 
son.
Favourite local and 
international designers? 
International: Stella McCartney, 
Valentino, Chloe, Sania 
Maskatiya, Noon by Noor. 
American - 3.1 Philip Lim, J.
Crew, Alexander Wang, Tory 
Burch, and my friend Sahar 
Dada.
Preferred social media 
platform? 
Instagram
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‘I also love the idea that 
anyone can start the next 
big trend and not just big 

fashion houses, it is all very 
romantic’

(Opposite page left) In peep toe sling backs, white duster coat 
over a mustard shift dress and a wide brimmed hat; (right) 
skinnies, black strappy pumps paired with a white oxford and 
army green vest; (this page) Zahra pairs python peep toes with 
white skinnies, matching gray sweater and Chanel bag finished 

up with a classic denim jacket and minimal accessories

ZAhRA 
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